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CALIFORNIA SOCIETY OF ENROLLED AGENTS 

“ WE SPEAK TAX ”  - the Tax Professionals 

Volume IV, Number 8 February 2009 

�

PPrreessiiddeenntt ’’ss  MMeessssaaggee 

��� �

��� � UPCOMING EVENTS AND REMINDERS��� �� �� �
��� �

��� � The Super Seminar 2009 Drawing will be held 
at the dinner meeting this month. It’s also your final 
chance to pick up a raffle ticket. 

��� � The March Tax Panel will be in Napa at the Elks 
Club. 

��� � Mark your calendars now for the April 28 
“Thank Goodness It’s Over!” celebration dinner. 
 

��� � The annual Chapter Retreat has been scheduled 
for a weekday evening this year to enable more 
people to attend this important event. Not only that, 
but your dinner will be free.  Remember, your input 
is important to planning chapter activities and 
policies. So join your board members on 

Thursday, May 14 at 4 pm 
at Jack & Linda’s Country Café, Fairfield 
Please make your reservations online at: 

https://www.123signup.com/calendar?Org=SCC 

  Sorry I had to miss our first meeting of the year.  I 
had to leave right after our board meeting, but I understand 
we had a great speaker from our own Chapter, Lillian 
Meyers, EA, CFP, CDFA.  I can tell you that your board 
was very active, working about 15 minutes overtime.  
Don’t worry, we won’t send you a bill.  I was so proud of 
myself for always ending our meetings early, but this time I 
let things go a bit long.  Part of the reason is that we do not 
have a scheduled board meeting until May, and we did have 
a lot of unfinished business. 
  There have been questions on our reimbursement 
policy, so we decided to re-write it so it is clearer.  So Anne 
Arms and Sherri Scarrott will work to clarify our policy on 
reimbursement.  Also, we still need to fill three vacancies 
on our board.  This task has been given to Anne Arms and 
myself.  We will be working on filling those positions so 
we can go forward to the 2009-2010 year with a full board. 
I want to thank Chris, Anne, and Sherri for coming forward 
to help out. 
  We approved the expenditure of $3,000 to three local 
high schools for their Grad Night.  This is part of PIA, so 
we will get half of it back from CSEA.  If any of you have 
ideas for how to use our PIA funds, let us know.  Lillian 
Meyers is Chair of our PIA committee and she is open to 
new ideas.  Let her know, or any board member if you have 
an idea.  Better yet, attend a board meeting.  They are open 
to the membership.  Watch our newsletter for dates and 
times of the meeting, but normally we meet at 4:00pm on 
the day of our dinner meeting (except during tax season). 
  You won’t want to miss our next two dinner 
meetings.  They are our tax panels, and I’m sure we will 
have some great questions for our panelists.  For more 
details, see elsewhere in this newsletter.  And get those 
questions ready. 
   I noticed that our board is mostly women.  And than 
when I needed some committee work done, my volunteers 
were women.  Then I came across this quote of Margaret 
Thatcher and now it makes sense.  “In politics, if you want 
anything said ask a man.  If you want anything done, ask a 
woman.”  Was she trying to tell me to be quiet?  Which 
brings to mind what Plato said, “Wise men talk because 
they have something to say; fools, because they have to say 
something.”  This may be a good place for me to end. 
 
           Ken Spingola, EA 
 

��������	���
����
���  

Tuesday, February 24 
 

The first of the 2009 tax season’s 
Tax Panel with Joe Calderaro 
Joining Joe in answering your tough  

tax questions are our chapter members  
Alma Guenther and Jerry Pusateri 

 

6:00 pm social gathering - 6:30 pm dinner 
at Jack & Linda’s Country Café, Fairfield 

 

Please make your reservations online at: 
https://www.123signup.com/calendar?Org=SCC 

 

Please submit your tax questions in writing to 
Sherri Scarrott (eataxldy@pacbell.net) 

no later than February 20. 
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 Chapter BrEAkfast & Dinner Programs 
 

Solano-Napa EAs meet on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of each month to share information with other 
EAs and tax professionals. The meetings are generally at 
Jack & Linda’s Country Café, 2390 N Texas St., 
Fairfield , unless another location in the Solano-Napa 
area is announced in the newsletter for a specific month.  
 

Breakfast Meetings  (8:00 am - 9:00 am): 
On the second Tuesday, we have Breakfast Meetings 
where a predetermined topic will be discussed. All 
attendees are encouraged to participate by sharing their 
knowledge and experience.  You pay for your breakfast. 
 

Dinner Meetings  (6:00 pm attitude adjustment; 
6:30 pm dinner followed by an educational presentation): 
On the fourth Tuesday, we have Dinner Meetings with a 
speaker on a topic for continuing education, including 
practice management, legislative or other issues 
pertinent to our profession.   
Cost is $35  for members and their staff, $40 for non- 
members, who attend any portion of the meeting.  
There is a $5 discount if your reservations are made 
timely by midnight the preceding Tuesday. 
Reservations  are to be made through the 123signup  
on-line service . The deadline to sign up through 123 is 
midnight Monday before the meeting. There is a $5 
surcharge for anyone not signed up but showing up and 
paying at the door.  

���������������������������������������������������������������������� ���� ��� �� �
�

Napa Satellite Group Luncheons 
The Napa Satellite Group meets on the third Thursday  
of each month. These informal luncheons are at the 
Napa Elks Club, 2840 Soscol Ave., Napa.   

Meeting time:  12:30 pm to 2:00 pm 
Cost is $17 .  For reservations , contact Tami at Chuck 
Gravett’s office (tami@gravettlaw.com or 707-258-1030). 
Make checks payable to Linda Luchsinger . 
 

...hEArd it through the grapevine... 

     What’s the difference between http://   and                
 https:// ? ... and why you should care. 
 HTTP stands for Hyper Text Transport Protocol, which is 
just a fancy way of saying it's a protocol for information to be 
passed back and forth between web servers and clients. The 
letter “S” in HTTPS, stands for "Secure". 
 If you visit a website or webpage, and look at the address in 
the web browser, it will likely begin with the following: http://. 
This means that the website is talking to your browser using the 
regular “unsecured” language. In other words, it is possible for 
someone to "eavesdrop" on your computer's conversation with 
the website. If you fill out a form on the website, someone 
might see the information you send to that site. 
 This is why you never ever enter your credit card number in 
an http website!  But if the web address begins with https://, 
that basically means your computer is talking to the website in 
a secure code that no one can eavesdrop on. 

 

Preserving the Value of Your Practice  
 

 Many of our tax practices are worth hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. You have taken steps to 
protect yourself and your family with disability 
insurance, life insurance, etc. What will happen to 
the value of your asset if you become disabled or if 
you pass away? If you have planned well, you 
might have a contingency plan in place. However, 
many of us have not been able to find a way to 
protect the value of the practice. It is very possible 
that the value of our practices will be greatly 
diminished, if not eliminated, in the event of 
disability or death. 
 The Solano-Napa chapter of Enrolled Agents 
has developed a plan to assist its members 
through member participation in Preservation of 
Practice due to Medical Emergency or Death 
(PPMED). The program has since been adopted by 
CSEA for all chapters.  
 Alma Guenther, EA, as acting chair of the 
renamed Practitioner Disaster Committee, has just 
sent letters to chapter members who participated in 
the program in 2006 and 2007 to renew their 
commitment for 2009. Any chapter member who 
participated in 2008 and did not receive his/her e-
mail letter and document packet, or who has not 
yet participated but would like to receive 
information, please send an e-mail to 
almaea@pacbell.net.   
  

Board Nominations for 2009/2010 
 

At the Chapter’s Board Meeting on January 27, 
Gerald Pusateri, EA, as Acting Nominating Chair, 
submitted the following list of nominations for the 
fiscal year July 2009 through June 2010: 
 

Officers: 
President    Sherri Scarrott, EA 
1st Vice President Don Wulf, EA 
2nd Vice President Vacant 
Secretary    Lea Garrity, EA 
Treasurer    Janine Weber, EA 
 

Directors: 
Two Year Term  Tereza Avalos, EA 
Two Year Term  Lillian Meyers, EA 
Two Year Term  Chris Raycraft, EA 
One Year Term  Phil Correia, EA 
One Year Term  Patricia Evans, EA 
One Year Term  Vacant 
 

CSEA Director  Vacant 
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    Patty Evans on one of her favorite trips – with the 
                Great Wall of China in the background.             

��������	�
������
����� �
 
This is the second in a series of profiles designed to give all 
of us a chance to get to know each other a little better. 
Each future newsletter will feature one or two profiles. The 
order of the first 15 names was drawn at the December 
Holiday Party. 
 
       ��� �!"# ����
� � � � � � � ��������� �������������� �
�
  
 Patty is a true Californian – born and raised in the 
Central Valley, she has lived in the Golden State all her 
life. Fresh out of high school, she got married and started a 
family before heading off to college and getting her degree 
in accounting from San Jose State University. It was her 
own tax man, a public accountant who encouraged her to 
take the enrolled agent exam in 1979. 
 Her original plan was to work during the tax season 
only and devote the bulk of her time to raising her children, 
but a divorce changed things a bit and she ended up with a 
great full time career in the tax and accounting business. It 
was the tax man who pushed her into that career, who 
became her first boss. Three years later, Patty started 
working for  Boitano, Sargent & Lilly, a well established 
CPA firm in San Jose, four days a week, while 
simultaneously starting her own tax business. 
 She retired in 2005 and moved to Rio Vista where she 
still does some tax work, but only during the busiest 2 ½  
months of the tax season. This leaves her plenty of time for 
all of her favorite non-tax activities, like traveling, hiking, 
kayaking, bike riding, gardening and lots more. 
 Patty says she is “proud to be an enrolled agent. It has 
given me professional respect and allowed me the 
flexibility and income to achieve a wonderful life.” She 
also enjoys being a chapter member. It has given her 
support and continuing education. And she did not hesitate 
to give back some of her spare time by joining the board 
when called upon to fill a vacancy. Her managerial skills 
were quickly put to the test when she took on the job of 
masterminding our highly successful holyday party in 
December.                                      ����� �

�

 

Culled from tax hEAdlines: 
 

Don’t get into trouble with the OPR 
 The IRS Office of Professional Responsibility (OPR) 
says it may send soft letters to practitioners whose 
behavior has raised a concern but not enough to require 
disciplinary action. Currently, when OPR receives a 
complaint and decides to take no action, it merely files 
the letter in case there are future complaints. 
 Practitioners say they should have a chance to rebut 
any allegations. OPR officials say a soft letter would both 
serve as a notification that there has been a complaint and 
could serve as a warning to practitioners to behave better. 
OPR says it might also send a soft letter to a practitioner 
with a habit of delaying audits. 
 NOTE:  OPR does not share any information that did 
not result in an "official sanction" with state agencies. 
Official sanctions include: censure, suspension, 
disbarment, and monetary penalty. A soft letter is not an 
official sanction.  We would not be sharing soft letter 
information with any state agencies.  
 The New York Law Journal recently carried an article 
by John J.Tigue, Jr. and Jeremy H. Temkin discussing the 
role of the OPR in connection with some court cases. In 
their conclusion, the authors warn that “practitioners 
representing taxpayers before the IRS should be prepared 
to have their own conduct examined.” In other words, if 
you haven’t filed your own tax returns and paid your 
taxes, don’t be surprised if you find yourself in serious 
trouble during your next audit. 
 

����������������������������������������������������������������������������� �� �
��� �

New Gift and Estate Limits for 2009 
·  The annual gift tax exclusion increased from $12,000 

to $13,000 for 2009. 
·  The estate tax exclusion amount increased from $2 

million to $3.5 million in 2009. 
·  The top estate tax rate remains at 45%. 
��

���������������������������������������������������������������������������� �
��� �

Finally, here are three links you may want to keep handy 
for your clients’ 2009 tax planning questions:  

http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=200505,00 .html  
for the 2009 Mileage Rates  (we published them in our 
December newsletter); 

http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=187825,00 .html  
for 2009 Inflation Adjusted Tax Brackets and Tax 
Benefits (IR-2008-117); and 

http://www.irs.gov/retirement/article/0,,id=96461,0 0.html  
will take you to a chart of Pension Plan Limitations for 
2009 (IR-2008-118). 
 

����������������������������������������������������������������������������� �� �
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     For special assistance you may also contact Gerry Kelly-Brenner, IRS Stakeholder Liaison (510-637-3036, Geraldine.Kelly-Brenner@irs.gov). 
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Directors    Tereza Avalos, EA 
       (707) 678-4477 
       tereza@tabertax.com 
 

       Patricia Evans, EA 
       (707) 374-3742 
       pattye422@yahoo.com 
 
       Marcia Gillespie, EA 
       (707) 251-5520 
       marcia12ea@yahoo.com 
              
       Lillian Meyers, EA 
       (707) 935-1124 
       lillian@meyersfinancial.com 
 

                                         Janine Weber, EA 
                                         (707) 421-8391  
                                         janineweber@sbcglobal.net  
 
       Donald Wulf, EA 
       (707) 252-0442 
       dwulf@calltpac.net  
    

President      Ken Spingola, EA     
        (707) 553-2645       
        kspingola@comcast.net  
 

1st Vice President  Sherri Scarrott, EA 
        (707) 426-9472 
        eataxldy@pacbell.net 
 

2nd Vice President  Phil Correia, EA 
        (707) 426-0920 
             pcorreia@sbcglobal.net                                    
 

Secretary     Lea Garrity, EA      
        (707) 386-3390       
        leagarrity@wavecable.com 
 

Treasurer     Chris Raycraft, EA     
        (707) 428-4741       
        craycraftea@sbcglobal.net  
 

CSEA Director   Sherri Scarrott, EA 
        (707) 426-9472 
        eataxldy@pacbell.net 
 

Immediate Past    Alma Guenther, EA 
 President     (707) 643-2226 
        almaea@pacbell.net 

Solano-Napa Officers and Directors 

OTHER CONTACTS 
 
DINNER MEETINGS   Sherri Scarrott, EA   
         (707) 426-9472 
         eataxldy@pacbell.net 
     
BREAKFAST      Jerry Pusateri, EA 
FACILITATOR     (707) 426-4396  
         untaxit@pacbell.net 
 

RESERVATIONS    Tereza Avalos, EA 
         (707) 678-4477 
         tereza@tabertax.com 
 
PRESERVATION OF   Peggy Elliott, EA 
PRACTICE (PPMED)   (707) 421-8088 
         peggye@aol.com 

BYLAWS        CHAPTER EXAMINATION    EDUCATION      FINANCE & BUDGET    
Lea Garrity, EA     Kaori (Kay) Mimaki     Dina Smi th, EA      Doug Ellis, EA 
(707) 386-3390      (707) 745-3471       (415) 640-7214      (707) 448-1407 
leagarrity@wavecable.com  kay@mimakiconsultant.com   dinasmithea@yahoo.com   dellisea@pacbell.net 
 
MEMBERSHIP      NOMINATING       PUBLIC AWARENESS   WEBSITE    
Janine Weber, EA     Peggy Elliott, EA      Lillian  Meyers, EA     Phil Correia, EA  
(707) 421-8391      (707) 421-8088       (707) 935-1124      (707) 426-0920 
janineweber@sbcglobal.net       peggye@aol.com      lillian@meyersfinancial.com    pcorreia@sbcglobal.net  
  

Chapter Committee Chairs 

Newsletter Co-Editors: 
 

Alma Guenther, EA    Dina Smith, EA 
Phone:  (707) 643-2226    Phone: (415) 640-7214 
Fax:  (707) 643-2222    P.O. Box 337 
715 Tennessee St.,     Boyes Hot Springs,   
Vallejo, CA 94590-4506   CA 95416-0337 
almaea@pacbell.net     dinasmithea@yahoo.com 
 

���������� ������������������� �
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Solano-Napa Chapter CSEA 
c/o Alma Guenther, EA 
715 Tennessee St                                
Vallejo, CA 94590-4506                                   First Class Mail 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 
 

FEB 
10 Solano-Napa Breakfast Meeting -  8:00 am 
 Jack & Linda’s Country Café, Fairfield 
19 Napa Satellite Group, Lunch Meeting - 12:30 pm 

Napa Elks Club, 2840 Soscol Ave., Napa  
24 Solano-Napa Dinner 6:30 pm - SolanoTax Panel 

with Joe Calderaro;  Jack & Linda’s Country 
Café, Fairfield 

MARCH 
10 Solano-Napa Breakfast Meeting -  8:00 am 
 Jack & Linda’s Country Café, Fairfield 
19 Napa Satellite Group, Lunch Meeting - 12:30 pm 

Napa Elks Club, 2840 Soscol Ave., Napa,  
24 Solano-Napa Dinner 6:30 pm – Napa Tax Panel 

with Joe Calderaro; Napa Elks Club, 2840 Soscol 
Ave., Napa 

APRIL 
14 Solano-Napa Breakfast Meeting -  8:00 am 
 Jack & Linda’s Country Café, Fairfield 

 
16 Napa Satellite Group, Lunch Meeting - 12:30 pm 

Napa Elks Club, 2840 Soscol Ave., Napa,  
28 Solano-Napa Dinner 6:30 pm – Our annual   
 “Thank Goodness It’s Over” celebration (no CPE) 

Johnny’s Carino, Fairfield 
 

MAY 
12 Solano-Napa Breakfast Meeting -  8:00 am 
 Jack & Linda’s Country Café, Fairfield 
14  Chapter Retreat – 4:00 p.m. at Jack & Linda’s 

Country Café, Fairfield 
21 Napa Satellite Group, Lunch Meeting - 12:30 pm 

Napa Elks Club, 2840 Soscol Ave., Napa  
26 Solano-Napa Dinner 6:30 pm – Topic: Alternatives 

to Long Term Care Insurance – Speaker: James 
Riley, EA, CFP;  Jack & Linda’s Country Café, 
Fairfield 

 
 


