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With the coming of the ’08 tax season, many eyes in  
high places turned hopefully, or desperately, towar d  
the freedom of taxes and the Enrolled Agent…  
                   

President’s Message 
or 

A scene from Taxablanca1:   
When NOT to accept a new client 

 

“Of all the tax joints in 
all the towns in all the 
world, they had to walk 
into mine.  You know 
what I’m talking about.  
Those clients who come 
in at the last minute with 
incomplete information, 
or worse, false informa-

tion. I hate to turn down business, but this tax return 
was trouble.  I’m no good at being noble, but it doesn’t 
take much to see that the problems of these tax payers 
don’t amount to a hill of beans in this crazy world.  
Someday you’ll understand that.  If you take this kind 
of business, you’ll regret it.  Maybe not today.  Maybe 
not tomorrow, but soon and for the rest of your life.” 
  Hope your tax season went well and you got 
some time off after April 15th.  On April 16th I took my 
wife to dinner; and, as you might guess, I lifted a glass 
of wine and toasted the end of the tax season saying 
“Here’s looking at you, Kid.”  Before this gets any 
cornier, I better move on to our Chapter’s business. 
  I just got back from our annual Thank Goodness 
It’s Over Dinner.  It was a lot of fun and Jerry Pusateri, 
EA entertained us with stories of what went wrong and 
what went right during the tax season.  After listening 
to some of our members tell their stories, I think we 
will agree that we would not change our careers, but we 
are sure glad this tax season is over.  I for one am glad 
to see it end and I’m looking forward to Super, a time 
to learn, relax, and take a short vacation.  Joe, if you’re 
reading this, I’m only writing off the expenses that can 
be directly related to Super Seminar. 
 As we near our fiscal year end, we need to consider  

continued on page 2  
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Thursday, May 14 at 4 pm 
 

The annual CHAPTER RETREAT  has been 
scheduled for a weekday evening this year to enable 
more people to attend this important event. Not only 

that, but your dinner will be free.  Your input is 
important to planning chapter activities and policies. 

 

So join your board members at  
Jack & Linda’s Country Café,  

2390 N Texas St, Fairfield 
  

The Retreat will start promptly at 4 pm with Sherri 
Scarrott as Moderator, followed by dinner at 

approximately 6 pm, followed by an orientation 
session for new and potential board members. 

 

Please make your reservations by May 10 online at: 
https://www.123signup.com/calendar?Org=SCC 

 
 

 

Tuesday, May 26 
 

Alternatives to Long Term Care Insurance 
James Riley, EA, CFP 

will give a brief overview of LTC insurance and 
explain how life insurance and annuities that  

include long term care insurance work,  
and how tax professionals can  

assist clients in planning  
for long term care.  

 
6:00 pm social gathering – 6:30 pm dinner 

Jack & Linda’s Country Café, 2390 N Texas St, Fairfield 
 

Please make your reservations online at: 
https://www.123signup.com/calendar?Org=SCC 

 
At this dinner meeting you will also be casting your 

votes for our 2009/2010 board of directors. 
(see list of nominees on page 3) 
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(President’s Message continued from page 1) 
 

our planning for our 2009-2010 year. Sherri Scarrott, 
EA will be conducting our Planning Retreat.  Even if 
you are not on the Board, you are welcome to attend 
and give her your input.  We who serve on the Board 
are here for the members.  Let us know what you want 
and need from the newest and best Chapter of CSEA. 
  Looking back, I believe we did a lot.  But I know 
we could have done more.  We had some good debates 
and disagreements, but in the end we got the job done.  
As I prepare to leave office and turn things over to our 
next president, I feel good about the state of our affairs.  
Even though I did not accomplish everything I wanted 
to, I think I am leaving things in good enough order for 
our next president to build on. 
  As my term nears its completion, I’m looking 
forward to walking with Alma and Anne down the path 
of Solano-Napa’s Past Presidents.  “Alma & Anne, I 
think this is the beginning of a beautiful friendship.”  
Sorry, I couldn’t help saying that. 
 

Ken (Rick Blaine) Spingola 
 
Footnote 1:  Quotes paraphrased from “Casablanca” (1942)  
Warner Bros. 
 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Phil Correia with daughters and granddaughters 
           on a Sacramento River rafting trip. 
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We all missed you at the TGIO party, but 
we hope that you are feeling much better 

again by now. 
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 UPCOMING EVENTS AND REMINDERS 
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Go ahead and put these dates on your calendar: 

August 21, September 18 and October 16 
They are all Fridays and we are having our own half-
day seminars again from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. This year, we 
will be at a new location: 

Fairfield Inn & Suites 
315 Pittman Road, Fairfield 

The hotel is located right off I-80 near the I-680 junction 
in the Green Valley-Cordelia-Fairfield area. 
 

We’ll have all the details in the next issue of the 
newsletter. Meanwhile, you can again look forward to 
some interactive presentations of timely topics. The 
August seminar, for example, will be in two parts with 
two speakers: Gary Anspach, EA will show us “ A 
Reasonable Approach to Compensation and Other S-
Corporation Issues” and Jackie Thomson, EA will talk 
about retirement issues. Both of them are members of 
the Anspach Financial Group in San Rafael and on the 
board of the North Bay Chapter.    
�� ������ �������������� � �
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  Chapter BrEAkfast & Dinner Programs 
 

Solano-Napa EAs meet on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of each month to share information with other 
EAs and tax professionals. The meetings are generally at 
Jack & Linda’s Country Café, 2390 N Texas St., 
Fairfield , unless another location in the Solano-Napa 
area is announced in the newsletter for a specific month. 
  
Breakfast Meetings  (8:00 am - 9:00 am): 
On the second Tuesday, we have Breakfast Meetings 
where a predetermined topic will be discussed. All 
attendees are encouraged to participate by sharing their 
knowledge and experience.  You pay for your breakfast. 
 
Dinner Meetings  (6:00 pm attitude adjustment; 
6:30 pm dinner followed by an educational presentation): 
On the fourth Tuesday, we have Dinner Meetings with a 
speaker on a topic for continuing education, including 
practice management, legislative or other issues 
pertinent to our profession.   
Cost is $35  for members and their staff, $40 for non- 
members, who attend any portion of the meeting.  
There is a $5 discount if your reservations are made 
timely by midnight the preceding Tuesday. 
Reservations  are to be made through the 123signup  
on-line service . The deadline to sign up through 123 is 
midnight Monday before the meeting. There is a $5 
surcharge for anyone not signed up but showing up and 
paying at the door.  

Napa Satellite Group Luncheons 
The Napa Satellite Group meets on the third Thursday  
of each month. These informal luncheons are at the 
Napa Elks Club, 2840 Soscol Ave., Napa.   

Meeting time:  12:30 pm to 2:00 pm 
Cost is $17 .  For reservations , contact Gay McGreal at 
Chuck Gravett’s office (mcgreal320@comcast.net or 707-
258-1030). Make checks payable to Linda Luchsinger . 

       The following individuals have been nominated 
                                                    for positions on the  
                                   Solano-Napa Chapter Board of Directors  

            for the 2009-2010 fiscal year. 
 

Position Nominee 
 

Officers 
President       Sherri Scarrott, EA 
1st Vice President    Don Wulf, EA 
2nd Vice President    Jerry Pusateri, EA 
Secretary       Lea Garrity, EA 
Treasurer       Janine Weber, EA 
 

Directors 
Two Year Term     Tereza Avalos, EA  
Two Year Term     Lillian Meyers, EA   
Two Year Term     Chris Raycraft, EA 
One Year Term     Phil Correia, EA 
One Year Term     Patricia Evans, EA   
One Year Term     Dina Smith, EA 
 

CSEA Director     Jerry Pusateri, EA 
 

The election of the 2009-2010 board members will be 
held during the chapter’s dinner meeting on May 26 (see 
page 1 for additional information on the meeting.) Floor 
nominations are welcome. The newly elected board shall 
be installed at the dinner meeting of June 23.   
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Directors    Tereza Avalos, EA 
       (707) 678-4477 
       tereza@tabertax.com 
 

       Patricia Evans, EA 
       (707) 374-3742 
       pattye422@yahoo.com 
 
       Marcia Gillespie, EA 
       (707) 251-5520 
       marcia12ea@yahoo.com 
              
       Lillian Meyers, EA 
       (707) 935-1124 
       lillian@meyersfinancial.com 
 

                                         Janine Weber, EA 
                                         (707) 421-8391  
                                         janineweber@sbcglobal.net  
 
       Donald Wulf, EA 
       (707) 252-0442 
       dwulf@calltpac.net  
    

President      Ken Spingola, EA     
        (707) 553-2645       
        kspingola@comcast.net  
 

1st Vice President  Sherri Scarrott, EA 
        (707) 426-9472 
        eataxldy@pacbell.net 
 

2nd Vice President  Phil Correia, EA 
        (707) 426-0920 
             pcorreia@sbcglobal.net                                    
 

Secretary     Lea Garrity, EA      
        (707) 386-3390       
        leagarrity@wavecable.com 
 

Treasurer     Chris Raycraft, EA     
        (707) 428-4741       
        craycraftea@sbcglobal.net  
 

CSEA Director   Sherri Scarrott, EA 
        (707) 426-9472 
        eataxldy@pacbell.net 
 

Immediate Past    Alma Guenther, EA 
 President     (707) 643-2226 
        almaea@pacbell.net 

Solano-Napa Officers and Directors 

OTHER CONTACTS 
 
DINNER MEETINGS   Sherri Scarrott, EA   
         (707) 426-9472 
         eataxldy@pacbell.net 
     
BREAKFAST      Jerry Pusateri, EA 
FACILITATOR     (707) 426-4396  
         untaxit@pacbell.net 
 

RESERVATIONS    Tereza Avalos, EA 
         (707) 678-4477 
         tereza@tabertax.com 
 

PRACTITIONER    Alma Guenther, EA 
DISASTER COMMITTEE  (707) 643-2226 
         almaea@pacbell.net 

BYLAWS        CHAPTER EXAMINATION    EDUCATION      FINANCE & BUDGET    
Lea Garrity, EA     Kaori (Kay) Mimaki     Dina Smi th, EA      Doug Ellis, EA 
(707) 386-3390      (707) 745-3471       (415) 640-7214      (707) 448-1407 
leagarrity@wavecable.com  kay@mimakiconsultant.com   dinasmithea@yahoo.com   dellisea@pacbell.net 
 
MEMBERSHIP      NOMINATING       PUBLIC AWARENESS   WEBSITE    
Janine Weber, EA     Peggy Elliott, EA      Lillian  Meyers, EA     Phil Correia, EA  
(707) 421-8391      (707) 421-8088       (707) 935-1124      (707) 426-0920 
janineweber@sbcglobal.net       peggye@aol.com      lillian@meyersfinancial.com    pcorreia@sbcglobal.net  
  

Chapter Committee Chairs 

Newsletter Co-Editors: 
 

Alma Guenther, EA    Dina Smith, EA 
Phone:  (707) 643-2226    Phone: (415) 640-7214 
Fax:  (707) 643-2222    P.O. Box 337 
715 Tennessee St.,     Boyes Hot Springs,   
Vallejo, CA 94590-4506   CA 95416-0337 
almaea@pacbell.net     dinasmithea@yahoo.com 
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Solano-Napa Chapter CSEA 
c/o Alma Guenther, EA 
715 Tennessee St                                
Vallejo, CA 94590-4506                                   First Class Mail 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 
 

MAY 
12 Solano-Napa Breakfast Meeting -  8:00 am 
 Jack & Linda’s Country Café, Fairfield 
14  Chapter Retreat – 4:00 p.m. at Jack & Linda’s 

Country Café, 2390 N Texas St., Fairfield 
21 Napa Satellite Group, Lunch Meeting - 12:30 pm 

Napa Elks Club, 2840 Soscol Ave., Napa 
26 Solano-Napa Board Meeting at 4:00 pm  
 Dinner Meeting  at 6:30 pm – Topic: Alternatives 

to Long Term Care Insurance – Speaker: James 
Riley, EA, CFP – Jack & Linda’s Country Café, 
2390 N Texas St, Fairfield 

 

JUNE 
  9 Solano-Napa Breakfast Meeting -  8:00 am 
 Jack & Linda’s Country Café, Fairfield 
18 Napa Satellite Group, Lunch Meeting - 12:30 pm 

Napa Elks Club, 2840 Soscol Ave., Napa 
23 Solano-Napa Board Meeting at 4:00 pm 

Solano-Napa Dinner 6:30 pm – Topic & Speaker 
TBA  – Jack & Linda’s Country Café, Fairfield 

JULY 
 13  Solano-Napa Breakfast Meeting -  8:00 am 
  Jack & Linda’s Country Café, Fairfield 
 16  Napa Satellite Group, Lunch Meeting - 12:30 pm  
  Napa Elks Club, 2840 Soscol Ave., Napa 
 28  Solano-Napa Board Meeting at 4:00 pm 
  Solano-Napa Dinner 6:30 pm – Topic: What’s a Pet 
  Trust and Do I Want One? –  Speaker: Dina Smith, 
  EA – Napa Elks Club, 2840 Soscol Ave., Napa 
 

AUGUST 
 11 Solano-Napa Breakfast Meeting -  8:00 am 
 Jack & Linda’s Country Café, Fairfield 
 20 Napa Satellite Group, Lunch Meeting - 12:30 pm 

Napa Elks Club, 2840 Soscol Ave., Napa 
 21 First of the Solano-Napa 2009 Triple Play Seminars – 
 details to come in the June issue of this newsletter 
 25 Solano-Napa Board Meeting at 4:00 pm  
  Dinner Meeting  at 6:30 pm – Topic: IRS Audit   
  Policies and Procedures – Speakers: Sheryl Y.   
  Parker and Brigitte Doan – Jack & Linda’s Country  
  Café, 2390 N Texas St, Fairfield   


